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Weekly Service Times 
Sunday 9.30 am Sung Holy Eucharist 

Who’s Who 
 

Priest in charge  
Father Mark Taylor      01773 833280 
 
Associate Priest    
Revd Julian Penfold      01773 833242 
Associate Priest    
Revd Imogen Black              01773 603793 
    
Churchwarden  Linda Mills             07767 363811 
PCC Secretary  Vacant 
Treasurer   Eddie Booth  07585 757808 

Assistant Treasurer  Kay Booth  01773 833129 

Tower Captain  Chris Idle  07759 245338 

Safeguarding Officer 
Father Mark Taylor       01773 833280 

 
If a child or adult is in immediate danger, or requires immediate 

medical attention, dial 999. 
 

To report a safeguarding concern about a child or an adult and for 
concerns about a member of the clergy or an officer or employee of the 
diocese, please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 01332 
388678. 
 

Magazine Editor  
Ailsa Cooling  ailsa.cooling@derby.anglican.org 

 

For Baptisms, Reading of Banns, Weddings 
and Funerals, please contact Father Mark 
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From the Vicarage……… 
 
 
God invites all people to follow Him and to know Him deeply 
through His Son Jesus Christ. Christians are called to embody the 
love of God in daily life, and to let that love be displayed in love for 
one another. God is the source of all love, and we experience 
through our relationship with God and others the love of God. As 
the epistle of St John reminds us: God is love, and those who live 
in love, live in God and God lives in them. (1 John 4:16) God loves 
us more that we can ever fully realise and is constantly renewing 
His love for us. God wants to make His home is us, if only we would 
let Him. 
 
In our daily lives in the company of each other and in our striving 
to love one another we come into the mystery of God Himself, and 
that mystery which is God is pure unconditional love that is 
constant and life-giving.  Through love we experience the reality of 
God, and God expresses Himself and shows Himself to us through 
the experience of love that we have in and for one another. We 
have not only the companionship of one another, but also of 
everyone else who shares that all-powerful love of Almighty God. 
Where love is, God Himself is to be found.   
 

 
 

Fr Mark 

 
 
 
 

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

Snowdrop Tea 

Saturday 24th February 
2pm – 4pm 

 

Come and see our 
beautiful snowdrops in 

the church yard and 
enjoy a delicious tea in 

the church.  
£4 per person. 

If you can help with our Snowdrop Tea, please let Linda know.   
 

Raffle, Tombola and display by Alfreton 
Heritage Centre 

 
 

Did you receive a Christmas gift you 
don’t think you’ll use?  Did Great Aunt 
Joyce send you another scarf and 
bobble hat because she still thinks 
you’re four?  Don’t know what to do with 
that duplicate set of pastry forks you 

were re-gifted by Cousin Dorcas?  We can use them!  
We urgently need prizes for our raffle and tombola – 
they can be donated at any Sunday service or by 
contacting Church Warden Linda Mills on 07767 
363811. 
 

Thank you. 
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Christmas Tree Festival 2023 

In December we had a bumper crop of trees 
at our annual Christmas tree festival, and 
lots of other Nativity displays, and lots of 
visitors to see the displays despite the awful 
weather. 
 
Thank you to everyone who decorated a tree 
and helped at the festival.  We raised a 
fabulous £1054.69 for our church funds. 
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Croft Infant School Nativity 
 

Just before Christmas we 
were able to give a beautiful 
Nativity to Croft Infant School 
to help with their teaching of 
the Nativity in school.  The 
set was kindly donated 
following a de-clutter by 
Revd Judy Henderson 
Smith, vicar of Ault Hucknall 
and Scarcliffe, when she 
retired last year.   
 
The children were able to 
use the Nativity to learn 
about the Christmas story.  
Here are some photographs 
of the children using the 
nativity in their lessons. 

 

 
We are very 
grateful to the 
school and 
the children’s 
parents for 
allowing us to 
use these 
photographs. 
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Archdeacon Nicky Writes… 
 
February begins with Candlemas, remembering the presentation 

of Jesus in the temple.  Traditionally, church candles for the 

coming year are blessed, Christmas decorations left up after 

twelfth night taken down and candles lit in the windows of people’s 

homes.  Midway between the winter and spring solstice, we long 

for the coming of the light, looking for signs of new life.  Green 

shoots begin to emerge from the barren earth. Buds sprout on bare 

tree branches.  Gradually beautiful landscapes of snowdrops, 

crocuses and blossom form once more.   

And just when we think Spring is finally coming, our Bible readings 
take us into the wilderness remembering Jesus’s temptation in the 
desert.  We will eat Shrove Tuesday pancakes before embarking 
on a Lenten season of self-discipline, denial, prayer and study 
aiming to deepen our relationship with God. 
 
This year Ash Wednesday coincides with Valentine’s Day when 
people across our diocese will think about love in all its different 
shapes and forms.  Cards will be written, gifts exchanged, 
chocolates eaten, flowers bought, romantic surprises planned, 
commitments remembered, renewed and begun as people hope 
and dream and long for a fairy tale happy ever after. 
 
And what can we as Christians offer to those we accompany on 
their journey through this spiritually significant month?  We have 
the light of Christ shining in the darkness and the promise that the 
darkness will never overcome it.   
We have the gift of hope and new possibilities - life in all its fullness 
freely available to all who will receive it.   We have opportunities to 
wipe the slate clean, start afresh and know in the depths of our 
being what it is to be forgiven, accepted and loved by God.   
We have communities of believers across the whole of the 
diocese.   Fellow travellers who can strengthen our resolve to grow 
in discipline and self-denial and help us draw closer to God.  We 
have the best news and greatest gift to share with all who will 
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receive it.  The gift of God’s friendship and covenantal love 
revealed in Jesus. 
 
So, as we move through these Christian and secular celebrations, 
may we make the most of the opportunities they bring to deepen 
our relationship with God and make new Christians as we serve 
our local communities and journey together through winter into the 
newness of Spring.  
 

The Ven. Nicky Fenton 

Archdeacon of Derbyshire Peak and Dales 

 
 

Resources for Lent 2024 
 

The Church of England’s Lent theme for 2024 is Watch and 
Pray: Wisdom and hope for Lent and life. 
 
Watch and Pray invites us to seek God in both familiar and 
unfamiliar places this Lent: in darkness and in quiet; in movement 
and migration; in the healing and transforming work of the Spirit; in 
the weeping of Holy Week and in the joy of Easter morning. 
 
This Lent we are encouraged to wait expectantly for God to meet 
us and sustain us through the storms and trials we all face. 
 
‘Watch and Pray challenges us to seek God in both familiar and 
unfamiliar places: in darkness and in quiet; in movement and 
migration; in the healing and transforming work of the Spirit; in 
the weeping of Holy Week and in the joy of Easter morning.’ 
 

Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell 
 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

Croft Infant School  
Enjoy Forest Schools 

 
Throughout the school year all the children at Croft Infant School 
enjoy visits to nearby Havenswood for their Forest School lessons.  
Forest School is a learning process for children, it is a long-term 
program, and it supports adventurous play.  Forest School helps 
the children develop confidence and self-esteem through learner 
inspired, hands-on experiences in a natural setting. 

 
The sessions are great fun with a 
huge range of activities for the 
children to try including using tools 
and of course toasting marshmallows 
all in a huge woodland. 
 
The programme creates a safe 
nurturing environment where children 
can try out new experiences and it 
helps them to develop socially, 
emotionally, spiritually, physically and 
intellectually.  As well as encouraging 
the children to play outdoors Forest 
School helps them to form a 
connection to nature and the natural 
environment. 

 
Forest School began in Scandinavia and planted its first seeds in 
the UK in 1993 – it has been growing ever since.  
 
Here are some photographs of the children (and their teachers) 
enjoying their outdoor lessons.  We are very grateful to the school 
and the children’s parents for allowing us to use these photographs 
in our magazine. 
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Toasting marshmallows 

at the end of an 

adventurous session. 

Enjoying the rope 

swing and meeting a 

new friend! 
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Above – making 

forest faces. 

Left – a new little 

friend enjoys a 

cuddle. 
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Knit and Natter 
 

Come along to St Martin’s to knit, sew, craft, 
crochet or just to natter!  Share your skills or learn 
a new one.   

 
We will meet on Wednesday 7th February 10am – 

12pm to enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit – donations please.   
Everyone welcome. 

 

Thank You… 
To all our parish magazine subscribers, 

distributers, and advertisers. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary  
 

Wednesday 6th March – Knit and Natter in church 10am – 12pm 
Sunday 10th March – Mothering Sunday Service 9.30am  

Wednesday 12th June – Archdeacon’s Visitation 
Saturday 13th – Sunday 14th July – Flower Festival, this year’s 

theme is The Natural World 
Sunday 14th July 3pm – Songs of Praise 

Saturday 7th September – Cream Tea 2pm – 4pm  
Sunday 29th September – Harvest Festival 9.30am 

Sunday 6th October – Pet Service 2pm 
Sunday 10th November – Remembrance Sunday 

Saturday 7th – Monday 9th December – Christmas Tree 
Festival 

Sunday 8th December – Carol Service 3pm 
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Easy Fundraising 
 

We have some exciting news!  We’re now registered with 
easyfundraising, the UKs biggest charity shopping fundraising 
website.  This website allows us to receive donations directly from 
brands when you use the site to shop with all your favourite stores 
online.  You can support St Martin's Church at Alfreton by raising 
money every time you shop online.  And it doesn’t cost a penny! 
 

We are using easyfundraising, a free fundraising platform that 
allows us to earn money when we all shop online. 
 
easyfundraising works with over 7,000 online retailers, everyone 
from Tesco, eBay, Sports Direct, M&S, Boots, Just Eat, 
Booking.com, and everything in between.  
Once you have signed up all you need to do is start your shopping 
journey at the easyfundraising website, use the browser extension 
or app (information will be provided when you register) and the 
retailer you shop with will send us a free donation based on how 
much you spend. 
 
With the cost of living impacting everyone, this isn’t about asking 
you to spend more, money but to make you aware that if you are 
making an on-line purchase anyway that by using easyfundraising 
you can give to us at the same time and at no additional cost to 
you.  
  

So please support us if you can by registering yourself today at 
http://efraising.org/jlv8jqWIEq, it only takes 2 minutes and all 
you need is your email address.   
 
Please also share with your friends and family if they would also 
like to help! 
 

 

http://efraising.org/jlv8jqWIEq
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Please remember the souls of the following in your 
prayers in February 

 
 

Wilfred Oldham, Revd Ronald Horton, Susan Shepherd, 
George Worton, Winnie Clewley, Harry Painter, David 
Lilly, Karen Fell, Jack Haigh, Joseph Dabek, Cynthia 
Quantrell, Cliff Hewison, Eric Elvins, Betty Millward, 
Agnes Price, Rex Goodwin, Michael Dobbin,  Jim 
Roberts, Priscilla Allen, Revd Theo Holmes, Frank 
Charlton, Walter Green, Doris Green,  Bessie Challoner  

 
Information for the Magazine 

 

Please contact Ailsa by email at 
ailsa.cooling@derby.anglican.org no later than  
12th February 2024 to put your contribution into the 

March 2024 magazine. 

 
Dates for Your 2025 Diary 

 
Saturday 22 February – Snowdrop Tea 
Sat/Sun 12/13 July – Flower Festival 
Saturday 6 September – Cream Tea 

Sunday 5 October – Pet Service 
Sat/Sun/Mon 13/14/15 December – Christmas Tree Festival 

  
 
 

mailto:ailsa.cooling@derby.anglican.org
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Can you help 
St Martin’s Church? 

 

The upkeep of our ancient and beautiful church 
needs your help.  Please support our church by 

scanning the QR code. 

 

 

 

 

Please Scan Me 

  
 
 
 

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/59015-arrow-icon-free-transparent-image-hq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Looking for a 
friendly, local 

service? 
Look no 

further………. 
 

Fashion 

COUTURE @ 24 
Boutique Fashion by Helen Renshaw 
We sell a wide range of ladies fashion, 
accessories, handbags, and shoes, and we pride 
ourselves on giving a personal service and to our 
customers. 
101 High Street Alfreton DE55 7DP    

07732 344964  

helen.renshaw@hotmail.co.uk 
www.couture24boutique.co.uk 

 

Food & Drink 
 

Percy Dawes & Sons 
Your friendly local butcher, purveyors of top-quality meats 
and pies. 
109 High Street, Alfreton      
    07706 013235  

 

mailto:helen.renshaw@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.couture24boutique.co.uk/
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The Watchorn 
Lunch time dining. Open for lite bites and lunch 12pm – 3pm 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Abraham Lincoln Library, Derby Road Alfreton  
 Bookings – 07783 933444 
 

Homes & Gardens 
 

Back to the Garden (Scott Dodsley) 
General Garden Maintenance.     
12 Watchorn Cottages, Alfreton     
01773 836361 & 07864 831912  
 

Curiosity Interiors      
Three floors of fantastic furniture ranges and home interiors. 
37 King Street, Alfreton      
  01773 843999 

contactus@curiosityinteriors.co.uk       
www.curiosityinteriors.co.uk 
 

Gee Security 
Domestic & commercial security systems. 
Major House Unit 2, Wimsey Way, Somercotes  
  01773 546606 

enquiries@geesecurity.co.uk 
 

  

 
 

 
 

mailto:contactus@curiosityinteriors.co.uk
http://www.curiosityinteriors.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@geesecurity.co.uk
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Pidcock & Beastall Ltd 
Building contractors & general maintenance. 
1 Flowery Leys Lane, Alfreton     
   01773 832358 
 

Health & Beauty 
 

Elizabeth Seals Dip CFHP, MPS Practitioner  
Foot Health Practitioner.  Meeting all your footcare needs.  
Nail trimming, corn removal, in-growing toenails, calluses 
reduced, verruca treatment.  Home visits.  Diagnosis, advice 
and treatment on all foot related problems.   

07855 935717 
 

Glendair Dental Practice 
Keeping you smiling! 
Limes Avenue, Alfreton      
   01773 832164  
info@glendairdental.co.uk 
 

Solo Hair Design      
11 New Street, Alfreton      
   01773 831319 
 

Arts & Crafts 
 

David’s Pottery Studio & Crafts Gallery 
Hand crafted stoneware, coffee shop, jewellery, cards, gifts, 
pottery clubs, paint & pot parties. 
1 Wycliffe Road, Alfreton    
Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday.    
   07976 506739 

mailto:info@glendairdental.co.uk
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Harlequin Stained Glass 
Specialists in traditional stained glass 
commissions, etched glass & repairs.    
Christadelphian Hall, Marshall St, 

Alfreton 
07932 676805 

paul@hsglass.co.uk  
www.harlequinstainedglass.co.uk 
    

Services 
 

Alfreton & District Funeral Services  
Independent family owned funeral service. 
73 Mansfield Road, Alfreton     
   01773 834973 
info@gbdavis.co.uk 
 

Alfreton Insurance Services Ltd   
All types of insurance, transacted in a face to face 
environment. 
8 Central Road, Alfreton     
   01773 521330  
 

Animal Ark Dog Grooming & Pet Sitting 
Services  
Dog grooming. Dog boarding, dog walks, puppy calls, 
cat visits, small pet visits, horse care, house sitting & 
more! Fully insured, licensed & certified in dog first aid; 
tailored service for every pet; free meet & greet. 

07702 558104 

mailto:paul@hsglass.co.uk
http://www.harlequinstainedglass.co.uk/
mailto:info@gbdavis.co.uk
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Cleaver Thompson Ltd 
Solicitors who cater for all your legal needs, offering 
friendly & expert advice. 
5 – 7 King Street, Alfreton     
   01773 832193 
 
  
 Emma Malcolm – 

Mortgage and 
Protection Advisor 
With access to lenders 
across the whole of the 

mortgage market  
 

I can help whether you are a first-time buyer, moving home, 
remortgaging, complex income, adverse credit, or want to 
review your protection arrangements (life cover, critical illness 
cover or income cover, home insurance).  Appointments can 
be via phone, video call or in person, at a time to suit you, 
including evenings and weekends.  For any questions, more 
information or to book an appointment – 
emma.malcolm@mab.org.uk or 07368 603857, and find me 
on Facebook and Instagram: 

 
 
 
 

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up your repayments on your mortgage. Mortgage 

Advice Bureau is a trading name of Mortgage Experts Limited which is an appointed representative 
of Mortgage Advice Bureau Limited and Mortgage Advice Bureau (Derby) Limited which are 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Mortgage Experts Limited. Registered Office: 3 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2PE. 
Registered in England Number: 09354217 

 

 
 

mailto:emma.malcolm@mab.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/advicewithemma
https://www.instagram.com/emma_derbyshiremandp/
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Savidge & Brown 

Chartered surveyor & 
estate agents. 

Commercial, residential, 
lettings & valuations. 

4 King Street, Alfreton      
01773 831111  
sales@savidgeandbrown.co.uk 
 

Trafford Lowe Funeral Services   
A long established firm, covering Somercotes and 
surrounding areas.  Pre-payment funeral plans 
available.  National Association of Funeral Directors. 
166 Somercotes Hill, Somercotes and 
23-25 High Street, Alfreton  
office@traffordlowefs.co.uk      
   01773 602593 
    

The Wash House      
Personal laundry service, collection & delivery. Ironing, 
dry cleaning.  
63 Nottingham Road, Alfreton    
   01773 833234 
 

 
If you would like to advertise here, please 
email ailsa.cooling@derby.anglican.org 

 
 
 

mailto:sales@savidgeandbrown.co.uk
mailto:office@traffordlowefs.co.uk
mailto:ailsa.cooling@derby.anglican.org
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Date Reader Intercessions Sidesperson Chalice 
4th 

February 
Kay Anne W Anne W Louise 

11th 
February 

Linda Celebrant Giles Kay 

18th 
February 

Anne W Linda Andrew Linda 

25th 
February 

Kay Anne W Marlene Anne 

3rd March Linda Kay Brian Louise 
10th March Anne W Celebrant Anne H Kay 
17th March Kay Linda Anne W Linda 
24th March 

Palm 
Sunday 

Linda Anne W Giles Anne 

31st March 
Easter 

Day 

Anne W Kay Andrew Louise 

7th April Kay Celebrant Marlene Kay 
     

 

 

 


